
 

 

NICIE, Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education has put a number of questions 

relating to all candidates and parties standing in the elections. This is how the Workers’ Party 

responded. 

Q. Where does your party stand on Integrated Education?  

 

As a secular, anti-sectarian party, the Workers’ Party is totally in favour of Integrated 

Education. We have supported integrated education movement for the past 40 years. 



 

Q. How important is education to your party in this election? 

 

Support for Integrated Education is at the heart of our demands. As a secular socialist party 

the Workers’ Party calls for the immediate rolling out of a programme which will provide 

comprehensive integrated education at primary and secondary levels for anyone who wants it 

within the next 5 years  

 

Q. As a parent I want to be able to choose Integrated Education. 

Does your party support parental choice? 

 

We believe that parents should be able to choose the form of education that they believe is 

best for the children. However, as secularists we also believe in the separation of church and 

state in education, as exists in the USA and France. We believe that integrated comprehensive 

education should be the norm in a modern society. 

 

Q. Do you believe that our young people are entitled to learn together? 

 

 Yes.  

 

Q. Over two thirds of the public would support a move by parents to transform a school 

to integrated status. What is your party’s position on such a transformation? 

  

It is our view that the people are way ahead of the mainstream politicians on this. If the 

Stormont government was responsive to the wishes of the people, plans would already be in 

place for this. But because the sectarian parties believe they will get the votes regardless of 

what they do or don’t do, these hugely popular wishes are quietly brushed aside. That is why 

we believe it is time for new politics in Northern Ireland. 

 

Q. How will your party protect quality education from cuts? 

 

The Cuts will hurt the Education sector and damage the lives of our children. The Stormont 

Executive has cut £4billion from public spending and frontline services. There will be cuts in 

the Department of Education amounting to £300m. A further £41million will be cut from the 

department’s school building budget to “minimise the impacts in the classroom”. As it stands 

there is already a £400 million backlog in the school maintenance budget. Moreover, £10m 

has been set aside to pay for redundancies over the next two years, indicating that job losses 

are planned. Children will be going to schools which are crumbling around them. 

 



There is no need for cuts. They are not an economic necessity, they are a political decision. 

Workers’ Party MLAs will go in to opposition and lead the attack in Stormont against the 

Cuts Agenda in Education.  

 


