
‘Northern Ireland Deserves Better’ 

Beyond the rhetoric of „political stability‟, „progress‟ and „shared futures‟ lies the grim reality 

that for the majority of citizens in Northern Ireland their quality of life is not keeping pace with 

the Assembly script writers or the fanaticism of an unquestioning and compliant media. 

But who’s going to burst the bubble? How can anyone deny the positive force for good that 

comes from the one hundredth anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic?  What naysayer 

could detract from the enormous long term social benefits derived from the hosting of the 

MTV awards in Belfast, the staging of the Irish Open Golf championship at Portrush and 

Rory McIlroy winning his second Major title? Who is going to ask for a reality check when 

we’ve just won a handful of bronze medals at the 2012 Olympics, have a new visitors’ centre 

at the Giants Causeway and have recently appointed the architect of the Ground Zero 

memorial to design a peace and reconciliation edifice at the site of the old Maze Prison?  Yet 

that is the current dominant public discourse in Northern Ireland. 

It is structured by an Assembly without an opposition, cemented by cultural organisations, 

tourist bodies and arts and leisure groups and interpreted and delivered by a media circus 

that regurgitates official press releases, accesses the chattering classes to tell us we’ve 

never had it so good and marginalises and ridicules anyone who questions the robustness of 

Northern Ireland society. 

Next month, the Workers Party annual Northern Ireland Conference will spotlight those very 

issues and realities that the official version attempts to airbrush from the public 

consciousness. The conference theme ‘Northern Ireland Deserves Better’ will allow 

debate and discussion on a wide range of issues that shape the lives of ordinary people on a 

daily basis.  

Behind the hyperbole people in Northern Ireland struggle to achieve an acceptable quality of 

life and indeed struggle to live. Your postcode in Belfast determines your life expectancy. 

With every bus stop you pass from the city centre to the suburbs you can add on three or 

four years of life every time. By the time you reach the Upper Malone Road you’ll live at least 

twenty years longer than your neighbours in parts of the inner city. 

More than 300,000 homes in Northern Ireland – around 44% - are now living in fuel poverty. 

That figure has risen by 17% in just eight years. Fuel poverty occurs when households 

spend more than 10% of their income on heating and lighting.  

Northern Ireland is in a league of its own when it comes to educational attainment. It has 

the highest percentage of young people leaving school with less than five GCSE passes at 

Grade C or below. More than half of non-grammar pupils did not get a grade C or above in 

English. And how did BBC Northern Ireland reports that news? “Northern Ireland comes top 

of the class” 

Youth unemployment in Northern Ireland is now just over 22.0%. When the Good Friday 

Agreement was signed in April 1998, the rate was 9.6%.  

 

Welfare Reform has impacted on the most vulnerable in Northern Ireland society. Changes 

to Housing Allowance have seen the number of private rental properties that are affordable 

to low income families dramatically reduced. The recent rise in the minimum number of 



hours a couple need to work in order to claim working tax credit has made 20,000 

households in Northern Ireland poorer by up to £70 per week. 

The Workers Party conference will challenge the preferred view of life in Northern Ireland, 

confront the myth makers and lay bare the realities facing working people 14 year after the 

signing of the Good Friday Agreement. 

The one-day conference will be held on Saturday October 20 in the Grosvenor Hall, Glengall 

Street, Belfast and starts at 9.30am. 

 

 

 

 


