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‘Shared Education’ report  
 – “…disappointing, lacking vision and imagination” 

 

The Workers Party has described the report of the Ministerial Advisory Group on 

Shared Education as “disappointing, lacking in imagination and vision and failing to 

see what a new  education system could contribute to the building of a new Northern 

Ireland free from sectarian division " 

Spokesperson John Lowry said, 

“Whilst we would find no argument with the report in relation to the issue of academic 

selection or class inequalities in the school system, the fact is that it has failed to 

adequately address the question of a segregated school system”, he said 

“Integrated education is by far the most effective and efficient model for shared 

education. By failing to recognise this and falling back on the traditional defence of 

Parental Choice, the group will disappoint those who had hoped for a radical and 

innovative approach to the creation of a single unified school system in Northern 

Ireland”. 

“Parental Choice in this matter is nothing more than a restating of catholic and 

protestant preference for separate schools”, Mr Lowry stated 

“Furthermore there is no prospect of education authorities attempting to make even 

the modest proposed steps of sharing school facilities on a cross sectoral basis. As 

the report itself admits all the evidence to date is that area based planning proposals 

to deal with the surplus schools estate are all proceeding on a segregated basis. 

“The fact that the report made no reference to the continuing segregated teacher 

training system is an indication that what we have been served up is a minor 

tinkering with the existing system and as such represents no real change”, said Mr 

Lowry.  

The Workers Party now awaits with interest the response from the Education 

Minister John O Dowd and indeed the other parties in the Assembly. 



The option now facing Northern Ireland society is to settle for the meaningless 

rhetoric of ‘reconciliation and sharing’ or to set about implementing radical and 

meaningful educational change”, Mr Lowry concluded  
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