
WORKERS PARTY  
Media Release  
 
 

19 May 2013 

Citizenship not tribal division 

A new society based on the principles of active and involved citizenship, not tribal 

divisions, is the only way forward for Northern Ireland, the Workers Party has said. 

Reacting to the publication of the “Together: Building a United Community” strategy 

the Party‟s John Lowry said, 

“In the coming days we will have hours of TV and radio discussions and miles of 

newsprint devoted to this subject. But the only relevant fact is that, beyond the 

rhetoric, this strategy is based on sustaining tribal divisions not on eradicating 

sectarianism.” 

“Only an approach based on common citizenship will provide the kind of future 

envisaged by the Good Friday Agreement and the one sought by the vast majority of 

people”, Mr Lowry said.  

“The litmus test for any proposal on the future of Northern Ireland society is whether 

it seeks to eradicate sectarianism and replace it with one community actively 

committed to its own development – or whether it hijacks vocabulary and language 

to mask the fact that all it is proposing is the fine tuning of a divided society.  

“Small change is the enemy of big change”, said Mr Lowry “We need bold and 

imaginative initiatives to transform our society. Unfortunately, this strategy does not 

provide them.  

To kick start that big change the Workers Party is calling for the adoption of a Five 

Point Citizenship Charter based on: 

 Secular, democratic government 

 Integrated Education 

 Integrated Housing 

 Bringing down the walls , and  

 An ‘Anti-Sectarian, anti-racist and anti discriminatory’ Pledge 

 

socialist, secular, anti-sectarian 



Workers Party 
5 Point Citizenship Charter 

 
1. Secular, democratic government 

 a review of the structures of government introduced under  the Good 

Friday Agreement 

 First Minister and Deputy First Minister should give a lead and change the 

political institutions which are themselves built on and sustain sectarian 

division and segregation 

 the formation of an official opposition at Stormont, introduction of majority 
rule and the removal of „nationalist‟ and „unionist‟ designations 

 

2. Integrated Education 

 a public commitment to the introduction of an integrated education system 

at pre-school, primary and secondary levels 

 an abandonment of the flawed concept of „Shared Education‟ 

 the formation of a single teacher training college failure to do this is a 

statement of unwillingness to confront the vested interests which sustain 

and perpetuate sectarian division and segregation 

 (inclusion of children with disabilities into mainstream education) ??? 

 

3. Integrated Housing 

 a formal and public commitment to the development of an integrated 

housing strategy for Northern Ireland 

 the convening of an Integrated Housing Strategy Task Force to develop 

specific proposals, identify opportunities and  prepare an implementation 

schedule. 

 

4. ‘Peace Walls’  

 gates can be opened and walls can come down now. 

 barriers in non-residential areas should be opened first 

 social and economic regeneration programmes should programmes 

should support the removal of walls, barriers and gates 

 

5. Public ‘Anti-Sectarian, anti-racist and anti discriminatory’ Pledge 

 All political parties, statutory, voluntary , sporting and cultural bodies to 

sign up to an „Anti Sectarian, anti-racist and anti-discriminatory‟ pledge 

committing them to actively oppose sectarianism, racism and 

discrimination and to actively support programmes and initiatives which 

negate intolerance, prejudice and bigotry. 


