
 
 
 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington DC, 20500 
United States of America                                                                                                
 
 
14 June 2013 
  
President Obama, 
  
The Workers Party of Ireland wishes to register a strong protest at your presence in 
Ireland on the occasion of the G8 Summit which is taking place within the framework 
of an ever-deepening capitalist crisis, increased military aggression by your country 
and its allies against independent sovereign states and the growing attacks on 
freedom and the fundamental rights of working people around the world.   
 
We wish to draw particular attention to three issues. In 2008 you gave a public 
pledge that on assuming office you would immediately close the Guantanamo Bay 
prison facility in Cuba where the USA has been holding detainees without charge for 
many years and which was specifically developed to enable the United States to 
imprison non-Americans indefinitely outside the reach and protection of both U.S. 
and international law.  The military commissions and their trial procedures, created 
under the Military Commissions Act of 2006, have been universally condemned by 
jurists, scholars and human rights specialists as violating the minimum requirements 
of due process and a gross violation of human rights. 
 
You have several times since indicated that this was still your intention. Yet nothing 
has been done to make good on this pledge and indeed the situation has worsened. 
The detention of these detainees and the conditions under which they are being held 
have been cited by International Human Rights Organisations as an affront to the 
protection of Human Rights and indeed have been found to be unconstitutional by 
the US Courts themselves. Currently there are over 100 detainees at Guantánamo 
on Hunger Strike, at least 30 of whom are being force fed. Many of these detained 
men are in a critical condition. Your administration closed the office responsible for 
processing prisoners’ releases; made it more difficult for lawyers to consult with their 
clients and ordered forced feeding in a manner which violates medical ethics and 
amounts to torture. The continued detention of these people and the ongoing abuse 
to which they are subjected demands immediate action. The Workers’ Party calls on 
you to close this prison facility immediately and for the immediate and unconditional 
release of those detained there. 
 



We also take this opportunity to draw attention to the campaign for justice for the 
Cuban 5 who have been unjustly tried and imprisoned in the U.S. for defending the 
Cuban people against terrorist acts. Although René González is at last free, having 
served his sentence, Gerardo Hernández is serving two life sentences and Ramón 
Labañino, Antonio Guerrero and Fernando González remain in prison. This shameful 
case remains a serious indictment of the US justice system.  The unacceptable 
conditions under which they are held in US prisons and the punishment of their 
relatives who are denied acceptable visitation rights has been widely condemned by 
international parliamentarians and human rights organisations.  We call for the 
immediate and unconditional release of the four Cubans who remain in prison and a 
recognition of the grave injustice visited upon the Cuban 5.  
 
We also wish to protest against what now appears to have become your 
administration’s weapon of choice against the people of Pakistan, Yemen and 
Somalia – unmanned aerial vehicles. The Report by the International Human Rights 
and Conflict Resolution Clinic at Stanford Law School and the Global Justice Clinic 
at the NYU School of Law has questioned the legality of drone attacks which have 
the effect of terrorising and murdering civilian populations, including, women, 
children and the elderly, delivering death sentences, without due process, and 
without regard to the collateral effect, in countries against whom your country is not 
at war. 
 
Guantanamo Bay, the imprisonment of the Cuban 5 and the use of drone attacks 
stand out around the world as examples of the violation of human rights by the 
United States of America. 
 
The Workers’ Party of Ireland wishes to place on record its position on these 
injustices and calls for immediate action to bring these abuses to an end.  
  
 
 
John Lowry 
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General Secretary 
  
 
Gerry Grainger 
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International Secretary 
 

 


