
Walls can come 
down now 
The DUP and Sinn Fein are only 

managing division in society, they are 

not overcoming it. 
 

The political institutions themselves 

reflect and perpetuate sectarianism and 

segregation and the number of Peace 

Walls has actually increased. There are 

no serious plans to tackle sectarianism. 
 

There has even been a rolling back on 

commitments to increase the number of 

integrated schools.  
 

Divisions can be overcome – but people 

and the Assembly have to make it 

happen.  
 

A number of ‘peace walls’ can be 

demolished immediately. There are a 

number located in non-residential areas, 

there are a number that are simply not 

needed. An immediate start to bringing 

down the walls can and must begin now.  
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Change must start 
at Stormont 

No matter how you look at it, one thing is very clear. Northern 

Ireland is in danger of grinding to a halt!  

Sectarian politics, a lack of certainty 

and no voice for the broader 

community are bringing Northern 

Ireland to a political                                  

stalemate.    

Opposition                                                                 

The Executive is now                          

being run exclusively                          

by Sinn Fein and the                       

DUP, there is no                         

opposition yet the                                 

major parties and  the                        

media continue to tell us that life 

has never been better.  

But the reality is that ordinary people 

continue to pay for the economic 

collapse, the cost of living continues 

to rise, public services are cut and 

young people have less opportunity 

for employment, training or 

education. 

The Workers Party has proposed three 

initiatives which can halt the decline and 

move things forward:  
 

                                 reform the Assembly, 

                                 a Bill of Rights, and 

                                 a new Civic Forum  
 

                              The Workers Party has                                    

    identified these three  

    steps which, if taken 

    now, can break the 

    stalemate, help diffuse 

  sectarian tensions and  

  open up the political   

    process.  
 

Priority 

For as long as the Assembly is run on 

sectarian lines, for as long as no one 

challenges its position and for as long as 

the rest of the community is frozen out of 

discussion, nothing is going to change. 

Changing the way the Assembly works, 

how it appoints the Executive and how it 

reaches decisions is now a priority. 

Change must start at Stormont 

Party proposals to Haass Commission: Page Three 

 

 

Want to know 

more about the 

Workers Party? 

socialist, secular, anti-sectarian 

Interested in finding out 

more about the                  

Workers Party, want to 

request some literature, 

make a contribution or want 

to join? 
 

Visit us online at  
 

workerspartyelection.wordpress.com 

or email us at 
 

workerspartyni@yahoo.co.uk 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

 

Over the years there has been a steady and 

gradual privatisation of the NIHE  

 

Now Nelson McCausland and his predecessor Alex 

Attwood want to kill off what is one of Northern 

Ireland's few meaningful success stories. 

 

The NIHE cleared Belfast of its slum homes and 

replaced them with first class housing stock. 

Passing responsibility for house building to private 

interests means poorer quality homes, increased 

rents and shoddy and expensive repairs. 

Why we need a  

The Northern Ireland 

Housing Executive  

(NIHE) must be 

maintained as the lead 

housing body in Northern 

Ireland for both the 

provision of new homes 

and as landlord of public 

sector tenants. 

Housing 

Executive 

The average rent of an NIHE property is £52.76 per week whilst Housing 

Associations are £81.69 per week. 

 

The Workers Party will campaign to maintain the NIHE, enable it to raise 

finance on an equal footing with others allowing it to build badly needed new 

homes and help create thousands of new jobs in the construction industry. 

£750m pounds will be taken out 

of the Northern Ireland economy 

because of proposed changes to 

the benefits system here, 

according to research carried out 

by the Northern Ireland Council for 

Voluntary Action (NICVA). 
 

The reality is that this money would 

otherwise have gone into the homes 

of hard pressed families, something 

Social Development Minister Nelson 

McCausland has attempted to deny is 

happening.  

 

Real need 

Those in receipt of disability benefits 

are people in real need. Yet daily we 

are subjected to stories about people 

on DLA living the high life. This type of 

stigmatising and scaremongering is 

of course scandalous: but it is also 

politically motivated. 

 

The so called Welfare Reform will 

also impact on families claiming 

working tax credits.  

 

 

 

Welfare Reform 
…hard pressed families hit again 

These are people who are living in 

poverty despite the fact that they are 

in work, increasingly in low paid jobs 

with little job security or terms of 

conditions. 

 

Why is it that social security, as it 

should be properly called not welfare, 

is always flagged up as costing too 

much. Why is the defence budget 

never something that is considered 

for cuts? 

 

Jobs 

People with disability needs should be 

protected. Those out of work, 

particularly young people should be 

given jobs. That is the real answer. 

We could make a start by introducing 

a Programme for Employment 

starting with building badly needed 

houses to address the housing 

problem whilst at the same time 

providing jobs in the construction 

industry.  

Look Left 

Current affairs magazine 

Available from all good 

bookshops 
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Is it really any wonder that we still 

have sectarian stand offs over 

parades and flags when the 

Assembly itself is based on 

sectarianism and difference?  

 

Changing the way the Assembly 

works is one of the keys to changing 

the situation on the streets.  

 
 

“Changing the way 

the Assembly works 

is one of the keys to 

changing the 

situation on the 

streets.”  
 

First steps 
The first steps have to be ending the 

need for MLAs to declare themselves 

as either unionist or nationalist. 

There must be an end too to the 

D’Hondt method of forming the 

Executive and no more ‘cross 

community’ or parallel voting deals. 
 

Priority 
Changing the way the Assembly 

works, how it appoints the Executive 

and how it reaches decisions is now 

a urgent priority. 

 

The Party says sectarianism and the 

sectarian nature of Assembly 

structures are the main reasons why 

we continue to have localised 

conflicts over parades, protests and 

flags. 

 

But the Party stresses that the real 

discussion has to be about the type 

of society we live in and the kind of 

values it upholds. 

 

On-going conflicts around parades 

and flags are caused by the politics 

of the past, the fanning of sectarian 

flames to maintain political power 

and the failure to create the type of 

society envisaged by the Good Friday 

Agreement. 
 

Too important                               

These issues are far too important to 

be discussed behind closed doors by 

Sinn Fein and the DUP.  

The rest of Northern Ireland society 

must be part of the debate. That’s 

why the Workers Party is calling for 

the re-instatement of the Civic 

Forum.  

Community                                     

That way, the views of a much wider 

section of the community can be 

heard and the self-serving schemes 

of the major parties can be 

challenged. 

If we really want to work towards 

an integrated peaceful society we 

have to take steps to make that 

happen.   

 

One community 

The Workers Party believes in one 

community in Northern Ireland - not 

two. Talking about ‘separate but 

equal’ communities only makes 

our problems worse and widens 

community division.  

 

The first of those steps has to be 

recognising and treating each other 

as citizens – not as catholic or 

protestants, unionist or 

nationalists.  

 

Integrated society 
We need to signal our real 

commitment to an integrated 

society with a strong and 

transparent programme for 

integrated housing, integrated 

education – including integrated 

teacher training – and a 

programme to start dismantling 

our ‘peace walls’ now – not in ten 

years time. 

 

The alternative is to keep voting 

along sectarian lines and suffer the 

consequences.. 

Unemployment 
The lack of jobs is a major worry for 

many young people and  is indicative 

of a failed economic policy by both 

the Stormont Executive as well as 

the Tory government in London. The 

continued policy of austerity has led 

to a lack of confidence in business 

which has meant that less jobs are 

available for young people. The at-

tack on public services have also 

contributed towards this.  

Segregated teacher education  - 

the elephant in the classroom 
Much recent publicity and debate has centred around what is called 

Shared Education and Integrated Education. Some people are genuine and 

sincere when they say that shared education can be the first steps towards 

a fully integrated education system where our children go to the same 

schools and play and study together. 

Youth unemployment 

is at its highest since 

records began, At 

23.8% it is nearly 

four percent higher 

than the UK average   

However there are those 

who promote shared 

education as an alternative 

to integration, a sort of 

hands over the fence type of 

thing where the thinking is 

that division and segregation 

can be managed but never 

overcome. 

Time will tell which of these 

shared education really is. 

 

The Workers Party will 

continue to support those 

thousands of parents who 

wish to send their children to 

integrated schools and 

nurseries but for which there 

are no places because the  

Stormont Executive will not 

provide them.  
   
Integrated Education is the 

way forward. 

. 

Young People: jobs, 
training, education, EMA 

 

EMA 
Another major problem for young 

people is the lack of skilled jobs 

available and connected to this the 

cutting of EMA with up to 4,500 

losing their payments, despite this 

Sinn Fein, the Alliance Party and 

student body NUS-USI have claimed 

they have in fact saved EMA. The 

cutting of this vital payment means 

that many students not cannot 

afford to go to college to get the 

skills and training to enable them 

to get a decent job once they finish 

education. 

Education and EMA 
 

 It is vital that the government in-

vests in jobs and services as well as 

skills and training and reinstate 

fully EMA payment so that we can 

reduce the Youth unemployment 

rate which will in turn get the econ-

omy back on its feet.  

 

 

There are no valid reasons why it cannot be 

achieved. 

Nor is there any  justifiable reason why our 

student teachers at university are educated 

separately?  Let’s make that our first real 

step. 

 A shared or integrated future? 

Reforming  the Assembly, 

introducing a Bill of Rights and 

setting up a  new Civic Forum 

are the Workers Party three 

main proposals to the Haass 

Commission on „Parades, 

Flags and the Past‟ 

What type of 

society do we 

want ?  

Workers Party submission to the Haass Talks 

“For as long as the Assembly is run on sectarian lines, for as long as no 

one challenges its position and for as long as the rest of the community is 

frozen out of discussion, nothing is going to change”. 

We need to signal our real commitment to an integrated society  

Tackling sectarianism is an uphill 

struggle. But that didn’t deter 

members of the Workers Party who 

walked to the top of Cavehill recently 

in the „Step out against Sectarianism‟ 

campaign. 
 

There are now more ‘peace’ walls, 

barriers and gates in Belfast than 

there were when the Good Friday 

Agreement was signed and the city is 

probably more segregated than ever. 
 

The Workers Party has a five point  

Citizenship Charter designed to 

tackle sectarian divisions through: 
 

 Secular, democratic government 

 Integrated Education 

 Integrated Housing 

 Bringing down the walls , and 

 An ‘Anti-Sectarian, anti-racist and 

anti discriminatory’ Pledge 

  

Anti-Sectarian Summit 


