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Conference in Quotes 

Racism 

“A civic forum could play an important anti-racist role” 

“No room for racism no room for racists - there are no ifs and no buts”  

 

Health & Social Care 

“Mental health most underfunded aspect of care. 44per cent under funded but not 
addressed in „Transforming Your Care‟ “ 

“Do we need a health commissioning structure in NI? Money would be better spent 
on prevention. No such structure exists in in Scotland” 

“Life expectancy is now lower for disadvantaged groups in NI since the restoration of 
devolution” 
 
Breedagh Hughes of the Royal College of Midwives (RCM) tells conference that GPs 
should be salaried NHS employees. Also criticises consultant bonuses. 
 
“Cuban style polyclinics should be introduced to Northern Ireland” 
 

Water Charges 

“Water charges not off the agenda. Next Assembly will introduce charges”. 

“Next to oxygen, water is vital for life and public health” 

Calls for ICTU to reconvene anti water charges campaign. 

 

 



TTIP- Transatlantic Trade & Investment Partnership 
 
UNITE union organiser Davy Kettyles address conference on dangers of TTIP treaty 
 
“TTIP treaty not mentioned in local media - it‟s been ignored yet implications will be 
far reaching for working people” 
 
“NHS under particular threat from TTIP” 
 
Women 
 
“Freezing female employee‟s embryos is not progress for working women” 
 
“Women must be able to have access to free, professional advice and support on 
matters affecting their sexual and reproductive health. They must also be able to 
access it without being harassed, intimidated or threatened” 
 
“The discussion on changes to the law on abortion should be extended to cover the 
introduction of the 1967 Act to Northern Ireland” 
 
Dawn Purvis addresses the conference. She condemns those who intimidate women 
attending pregnancy advice clinics. 
 
Workers Party conference gives Dawn Purvis a standing ovation in recognition of her 
work with Marie Stopes clinic. 
 
 
Votes at 16 
 
Votes at 16 proposal warmly welcomed. Why don't SF raise this is at Westminster? 
Oh! They don't go there do they! 
 
 
Devolution 
 
Party Gen Sec John Lowry urges “fundamental change to the way Assembly 
functions.” 
 

“The type of devolution we have has produced and underpinned sectarian power 
blocs” 
 
Calls for majority party or parties to form government, and end to the D’Hondt 
system and the use of parallel voting. 
 
“We are still waiting by or Bill of Rights - 16 years and counting”. 
 
 
 
 



 
The Economy 
 
Invest NI heavily criticised during debate on the economy. Foreign Direct Investment 
is a failed strategy. 
 
 
Education 
“Northern Ireland should have a single education authority. We currently have 5. 
Yorkshire (5.5 million population) has ONE”! 
 
Eoin McCrea Board of Governors Hazelwood Int. College address conference during 
education debate 
 
CCMS criticised by one speaker for its assault on Integrated Education. 
 
“Shared education equals invisible peace walls”! 
 
 
Environment & Rural Development 
 
Environment paper comes out strongly against fracking. Rural planning and 
bungalow blight also criticised. 
 
“Rural poverty and deprivation are major issues”. 
 
International 
Role of Saudi and Turkey in rise of ISIS highlighted. Condemnation of rise of fascism 
in Ukraine. 


