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‘Standing Against Austerity’ 
Workers Party Westminster Manifesto 

 

„The most damaging cuts here have been engineered by the five Executive parties.               

Along with the business community, they have campaigned for a reduction in Corporation 

Tax: something which even the Tories did not propose. 

To offset the cost of lowering Corporation Tax for big business, Sinn Fein, the DUP, SDLP, 

Alliance Party and Ulster Unionists, are taking 20,000 jobs out of the public sector and are 

significantly reducing public spending on education, public transport, the community and 

voluntary sector and the arts. They will make up the shortfall by selling off public assets like 

the Belfast Harbour Estate. 

These are not Tory Cuts; they are the price the people of Northern Ireland are paying for 

lowering Corporation Tax‟. 

 

The Workers Party Election Manifesto identifies the pursuit of a lower rate of 

Corporation Tax as one of the major factors in the local austerity agenda. 

Its alternative to the austerity and to the cuts imposed by the Stormont Coalition is to: 

 abandon plans to reduce Corporation Tax.  

 invest the £700 million it would have cost, to put construction workers to work, 

providing 20,000 new homes instead of 20,000 lost jobs , and 

 adopt a socialist programme of publicly funded investment, development 

and growth 

The Party‟s position is supported by research undertaken by the Nevin Economic 

Research Institute. Last month its Director said, 

Policy solutions along the lines of further fiscal austerity or measures to lower 

corporation tax more than other European regions and steal some foreign 

direct investment or measures to bleed the public sector in the faith that the 

private sector will blossom are probably doomed to compound problems”   

 Tom Healy, Director of the Nevin Institute 

23 April 2015 

http://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/2015/04/11/northern-ireland-has-taken-greatest-hit-on-living/
http://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/2015/04/11/northern-ireland-has-taken-greatest-hit-on-living/n


 

The manifesto argues that while Stormont Executive rationalises its austerity 

agenda by claiming it is „rebalancing the economy‟, the reality is: 

 fewer teachers in schools 

 less bus and train services 

 longer hospital waiting times  

 cuts to community projects 

 reduced funding for the arts  

 low pay, zero hours contracts and less rights 

 more women in low paid, part time work 

 thousands of redundancies 

 fewer services delivered by fewer people 

 tax reductions for big businesses, and 

 selling off public assets  

 

„This election will be a judgement on the economic policies of the five main parties‟. 

the Party‟s manifesto claims. 

 

 

Health 

On Health and social care the Workers Party manifesto calls for “ …and open, 

transparent, and courageous debate on the type of health and social care services 

that  are required to deliver quality health outcomes, and deal with decades of 

inequalities. 

On mental health issues the manifesto calls for a minimum 30% increase in funding 

for Mental Health, Learning Disability and Children and Family Services in Northern 

Ireland and the development of service models which are considerably less 

dependent on hospital based delivery 

On Accident and Emergency and Primary Care service the Party‟s manifest says 

There will continue to be crises in our Accident & Emergency Departments for as 

long as these services are under provided and underfunded and for as long as the 

lack of appropriate hospital beds makes it impossible for A&E staff to admit patients 

to anywhere other than a trolley in a corridor. 

 

The Party also calls for General Practitioners, currently independent contractors to 

become full NHS employees.  

  

Integrated Education 

In condemning the „Shared Education‟ strategy now being pursued by the Executive 

as an abrogation of the 1989 Education Order and contrary to what was agreed in 

the Good Friday Agreement the Party manifesto says, 



 

The „Shared Education‟ education agenda being pursued by the Executive 

is nothing more than a political fig leaf to justify the continued segregation 

of our children into religious and political tribes and offers no alternative to 

those parents who want more for their children.   

 

and calls for an independent commission to map out an integrated education 

strategy. 

 

On Sectarianism, racism and homophobia the manifesto is strongly critical of the 

workings of the Assembly pointing out that “...the sectarian nature of the Assembly 

structures are the main reasons why we continue to have localised conflicts over 

parades, protests and flags” 

 

The manifesto goes on to call for the “…ending the need for MLAs to declare 

themselves as either unionist or nationalist. There must be an end too to the 

D‟Hondt method of forming the Executive and no more „cross community‟ or parallel 

voting deals. 

 

On racism and homophobia the Party‟s manifesto identifies the need for a robust 

public discussion about the type of society we want and the values its holds.  

The manifesto re-affirms the Party‟s support for same sex marriage and an end to 

the ban on blood donated by gay men.  It also argues for the same level of 

protection, support and legal safeguards enjoyed by everyone else for the LGBT 

community. 

On Women the Party restates its Pro-Choice position and argues that the low 

number of women candidates in the election, as well as on public bodies and in 

senior positions in the public and private sectors is an important indicator on the lack 

of progress on the position of women in society. 

On Rural Development and the Environment the manifesto sets the Party‟s position 

on a number of important issues including farm safety, rural planning, renewable 

energies and the Party‟s opposition to fracking. 

Conclusion 
The Party‟s Westminster Election manifesto concludes with the assertion that there 

is a viable alternative to austerity and cuts to public services  

A better future is possible: one in which working people have real power over their 

own destinies and where their interests are paramount and supreme.  The Workers 

Party is committed to that alternative, to the construction of a socialist society.  

Ends 


