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Workers Party statement on USPCA’s campaign against Puppy 
Farming 
 
The Workers Party welcomes the USPCA’s latest campaign highlighting the cruelty 
and suffering of animals bred in so called puppy and kitten farms and urges the 
public to support the Society’s efforts to end this outrageous practice where animal 
health and welfare is compromised in the pursuit of profit. The Party also supports 
the Society’s efforts to ensure that breeding establishments and those responsible 
for them are subject to effective inspection and regulation.  
 
The Workers Party is of the view that the proliferation of unregulated and 
irresponsible mass breeding of dogs, puppies and other animals has led to animals 
being kept in poor conditions and exposed to pain, disease and behavioural 
problems. It has also been a major contributory factor in the epidemic problem of 
stray, abandoned and neglected animals that makes Northern Ireland ‘home’ to the 
highest numbers of stray animals anywhere in the UK.  
 
Lily Kerr, Workers Party Parliamentary candidate for South Belfast, said ‘Not only do 
these so called puppy farms cause unnecessary suffering and neglect to the animals 
they produce, ultimately they ae placing impossible burdens on animal charities and 
local councils who are struggling, financially and otherwise, to deal with 
overwhelming numbers of abandoned, abused and neglected animals. A further 
tragedy is that here in Northern Ireland we are destroying thousands of healthy 
animals simply because we do not have the resources to care for them. We are not 
the nation of animal lovers we think we are; last year over 11,000 lost or stray dogs 
were impounded by DARD, only 4,000 of which were claimed by their owners.’ 
 
The Workers Party calls for an end to the so called puppy and kitten farms, tighter 
regulation and registration of breeding establishments, rigorous enforcement 
procedures  and tougher sentences for those who abuse and neglect animals, 
including custodial sentences for the most persistent and worst offenders. 
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