
 
 
 

Workers Party statement on crisis at The Assembly 
 
The Workers Party’s support for a devolved administration in Northern Ireland is well 
known and long standing. We believe it to be the best means of governance for the 
people of Northern Ireland.  
 
This position comes from our democratic principles and recognition of the 
constitutional status of Northern Ireland.  
 
Democracy and common citizenship 

We believe in devolved government for Northern Ireland as the best means of 
bringing about fundamental and far reaching change in the political, economic and 
social life of Northern Ireland and a means of realising the creation of a new society 
free from sectarian and tribal division that unites people on the basis of democracy 
and common citizenship.  
 
The current Assembly is not delivering on these goals.  
 
The current crisis is in many ways no different to previous crises at Stormont.  
Crises, of one sort or another, have characterised the Assembly since the signing of 
the Good Friday Agreement. The details of the current crisis maybe unique but the 
causes are not. 
 
Sectarian structures 

A major reason for this is that the Assembly is built on the existence, acceptance and 
accommodation of sectarianism and sectarian structures and societal practices 
which are evident in almost all areas of life.  
 
As a result we have a flawed model of devolution which has failed to realise the 
expectations of the electorate, failed to deliver the promises of the Good Friday 
Agreement and has failed to bring about the necessary political, social and economic 
changes.  
 
The regular and on-going crises have made people weary and are damaging the 
body politic and faith in the political process.  
 
Sectarian accommodations will not resolve these problems. A new round of elections 
will only produce the same political line up and lead to another crisis in a few months 
time. 
 
The Assembly needs to change in the way it works and in the way it is structured. 
 
 
 



Public debate 

The Workers Party repeats its call for fundamental changes to the way in which the 
devolved Assembly at Stormont is structured and operates and calls for a public 
debate in Northern Ireland as to the type of devolved administration we should have 
and the powers and functions of such an administration. 
Only fundamental changes will avoid the cycle of crisis the Assembly has produced 
since 1998. 
 
Specifically the Workers Party is proposing: 
 
: 

 That the Executive be formed by the Party with a sufficient mandate to do so 
or a group of parties on the basis of coalition freely entered into. 

 That there also be a formal opposition  

 An end to the designation of MLAs as unionist or nationalist. 

 An end to the system of parallel voting in the Assembly. 

 An end to the D’Hondt mechanism of forming the Executive. 
 
Citizens 

Ultimately, political, social and economic progress in Northern Ireland will depend on 
people embracing, supporting and pursuing a value base which is socialist, secular 
and anti-sectarian. 
 
It will depend on their advocacy of publically funded public services, on the creation 
of jobs, houses, infrastructure and educational and vocational opportunities for young 
people. It will depend on a political, social and economic system which prioritises 
people as citizens and which rejects the market as the determinant of our standard of 
living, our opportunities and our future. 
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