
 

 

For a principled, socialist Lexit – Vote Leave on 23 June 

 

On 23rd June voters will be asked whether we should remain in the European Union. 

The Workers Party is an internationalist party. We approach this referendum from that 

perspective. We reject the narrow, right-wing, national chauvinist posturing of the 

mainstream “Brexit” campaign. There is, however, a principled socialist case for 

leaving the European Union. That is why the Workers Party is calling for a Left Vote to 

Leave – Lexit. 

Class character 
This position is consistent with our historical approach and with our current analysis of 

the EU and its implications for working people. It is impossible to ignore the class 

character of the EU and its institutions. The EU serves the interests of big business, 

multinational corporations and the financial institutions. The policies of the EU have 

made the rich richer and the poor poorer.  

The idea of a Social Europe, which always was tolerated as a political necessity rather 

than embraced as a principle, is dead. The European Union at present has 30 million 

unemployed and a similar number of under-employed. More than 127 million people 

are condemned to a life of poverty. In relation to agriculture the fundamental objective 

of the EU's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is the concentration of land and 

production in the hands of the few. 

Integral part of the capitalist project 
The EU institutions, already committed to, and an integral part of, the capitalist project, 

further dedicated themselves to promoting an extreme neoliberal agenda at the 

expense of social and environmental rights while the European Central Bank, the core 

institution tasked with upholding EU economic and monetary union, has joined with 

the Commission (which is unelected and acts unashamedly in the interests of big 

business) in imposing the harshest discipline on those European states that sought 

debt relief in the wake of the 2008 capitalist crisis forcing an unrelenting austerity 

agenda on the working people and poor of Europe. 

 

 



 

Centralisation of decision making 
The Fiscal Compact, the Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Governance in the 

Economic and Monetary Union, signed by 25 member states in March 2012 underpins 

the imperative for austerity by entrenching the deficit and debt targets in the SGP. 

Signatories are required to amend their constitutions to include the requirement of a 

balanced budget and set up an “independent” fiscal coordination council to monitor 

compliance. Infractions are policed by the Commission and the Court of Justice. The 

"European Economic Governance" framework effectively constitutes the supervision 

of the member-states by EU staff and the removal of sovereign rights, similar to the 

operation of the "European Stability Mechanism". This regime of fiscal surveillance 

represents a further centralisation of decision making in the EU. 

Militarisation of Europe 
The European Union is undemocratic and irreformable. Decision making is dominated 

by unelected bodies. The direction of travel of the EU is in an increasingly reactionary, 

imperialist, militaristic and anti-working class direction. The EU’s close collaboration 

with NATO which promotes the militarisation of Europe is a threat to peace and 

security.  The response of “Fortress Europe” to the displacement of huge masses of 

dispossessed people fleeing violence, insecurity, and persecution, particularly in 

circumstances where foreign intervention has created a situation which through 

conflict and war has forced hundreds of thousands from their homes, has exposed the 

myth of a caring EU.   It is clear that achieving a society along socialist principles by 

placing political power in the hands of the working class is impossible while adopting 

the political and economic framework of the EU. 

Articles 107-108 of the TFEU empower the EU Commission to scrutinise state aid for 

its compatibility with the single market, including state aid to the public sector. This 

enables private companies to challenge grants of state aid on competition grounds. 

European law prohibits industrial action which “disproportionately” obstructs the free 

movement of capital.   

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
The EU has engaged in secret and undemocratic negotiations with the US to create 

the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). TTIP threatens a race to 

the bottom. Public services, including the NHS, and public sector jobs are under 

threat. Food and environmental safety and animal welfare are endangered. Banking 

regulation is under threat.  

TTIP would permit large corporations to sue elected governments to try to stop them 

introducing policies that jeopardize their profits, whatever the democratic mandate or 

the social objective. It would clear the way to expand the privatisation of the NHS and 

make that irreversible. It is the EU that enforces the process of liberalisation and 

privatisation across the economy. Nationalisation and taking vital sectors of the 

economy into public ownership violates EU law.   



A People’s Europe 
Only a rupture with the EU will create the necessary conditions for progressive social 

development and create the possibilities for the future development of a people’s 

Europe. We recognise, of course, that withdrawal from the EU will not, of itself, solve 

the problems of the working class. The struggle against capitalist exploitation and for 

the construction of a socialist society will still be necessary.  

Leaving the EU would, however, make possible state intervention in the economy 

particularly in relation to resistance to privatisation and the development of natural 

resources and key industries via state companies. 

In this referendum, the US government, NATO, the multinational corporations, the 

banks and financial institutions, the IMF and World Bank, the rich and powerful and 

the European bureaucracy, which have inflicted misery on workers throughout the 

world, are urging you to remain within the European Union. They do so because that 

is in their interests.  

The Workers Party urges workers to vote in the interests of their class. 
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