
 
 

        
 

 
 

                STATEMENT OF THE WORKERS PARTY ON INTERNATIONAL WORKERS DAY 2020 

The Workers Party sends greetings and solidarity to our fellow workers at home and abroad. 

Each year on May 1, workers across the world celebrate and commemorate International 

Workers' Day (May Day). May Day commemorates past labour struggles and a commitment 

to renew the struggle for workers’ rights and a better future. It recalls the gains and 

achievements of the international working class.  

This year, May Day assumes a special significance as we salute the bravery of all the health, 

care, transport, shop-workers and other key workers and the sacrifices they are making to 

provide vital services in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. We send our condolences and 

stand in solidarity with the families of those key workers who have already lost their lives to 

Covid-19. 

We call to account those who could have done more to protect them, whether by proper 

enforcement of social distancing, caring for workers with underlying health conditions or the 

provision of adequate personal protective equipment (PPE) to keep them safe. 

In many cases during this crisis, the health, safety and lives of workers have been sacrificed 

to the pursuit of profit, a condition endemic to the social system under which we live. This 

current crisis has further exposed the glaring contradictions in the capitalist system. Despite 

the repeated false narrative of the capitalist class that “we are all in this together” it is 

workers, the poor, the sick, the vulnerable, students and older working class people who have 

faced the brunt of the pandemic and who have been disproportionately impacted.  

The struggle against imperialist war remains a vital task of the international working class. In 

its pursuit of profit imperialism, as monopoly capitalism, pollutes the environment, 

encourages child labour, exploits migrant workers and women, maximises profits through 

minimum wages, casts millions of workers onto the dole queues, carries on murderous wars 

which inflict misery, death and destruction and causes devastating environmental and 

infrastructural impact on the peoples of the planet, its flora and fauna, through intervention, 

occupation and war. 



The times in which we live demonstrate the reality of exploitation and oppression at the heart 

of our political system. The rich become richer, the poor poorer. The capitalist system cannot 

be humanised. It must be abolished and replaced. 

The celebration of May Day is a celebration of our class, a recognition of the working class as 

the driving force of history. It is a time to show that a better future can be built as the 

experiences of socialist construction in the 20th century demonstrate.  

It is an opportunity to further expose the class nature of our society, to raise class 

consciousness of the historic role of the working class as a revolutionary class which can only 

be fulfilled through its organisation as a class for itself and to articulate in a concrete and 

understandable way that socialism is the alternative.   

May Day remains for us a symbol of class politics; an emblem of past struggles and future 

fights; a manifestation of class unity and class struggle for a world of peace, progress and 

socialism. 

Workers of All Countries Unite!  

For Workers’ Power and Socialism! 

1st May 2020 

 

  

 

 


