
 

                                                                        

 

 
 
WORKERS PARTY Statement on the 150th Anniversary of the Birth of Lenin 
 
The Workers Party marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of Vladimir Ilyich 

Lenin, the great revolutionary and theorist of scientific socialism, who was 

born on 22 April 1870 in Simbirsk, Russia. This is an event which is being 

celebrated across the world. Lenin’s works remain milestones for the 

development of Marxism and revolutionary struggle. 

 

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels laid out the theoretical grounds which 

established the role of the working class in world history. Lenin translated the 

theory of socialism into practice. Lenin and his Bolshevik Party led the working 

class to power and in so doing founded the first workers’ state. The new 

socialist state created unprecedented economic, social and political 

achievements for the working class. 

 

Lenin’s life and work were dedicated to the service of the working class. The 

object of the October Revolution was to abolish all forms of exploitation and 

oppression and to construct a new society based on socialist ideas. 

 

Lenin’s ideas, brought to fruition in the October Revolution, transformed the 

world. The October Revolution constituted a decisive break with the old world 

order, abolished private ownership of the means of production and laid the 

basis for the political, social and economic liberation of humankind. These 

ideas inspired the workers and oppressed of the world and offered real 

prospects for change, investing the workers’ movement with a revolutionary 

consciousness and objective, and educating, organising and mobilising the 

mass of the working people in the task of building a new society. 



Today, as we face into a new capitalist crisis and the escalation of imperialist 

competition which poses ever new dangers to world peace the ideas of Lenin 

and the principles of Leninism remain as vital as ever.  

The social, political, and economic problems that plague the majority of our 

people are rooted in the system of private ownership, the concentration of 

private capital in few hands, the corporate accumulation of wealth and the 

relentless and ruthless pursuit of profit at all costs: capitalism.  

A working class, united and conscious of its power as a class, is necessary for 

change, for the revolutionary transformation of society, for the abolition of 

capitalism and for the construction of a socialist society in which power is 

firmly in the hands of the workers and where the wealth of society is used for 

the benefit of the many, not the profit of the few.  

At a time when a new rise in nationalism seeks to corrupt and distort the 

labour movement and attempts to divide workers on ethnic, national or 

religious grounds, presenting a challenge to working class unity and 

progressive political change, we should remember Lenin’s cautionary remarks 

that   “Marxism cannot be reconciled with nationalism, be it even of the “most 

just”, “purest”, most refined and civilised brand. 

Whereas socialism emphasises the conflict between social classes, a conflict 

which crosses national boundaries, nationalism, in contrast, dangerously 

promotes nation above class as the principal focus of individual and group 

allegiance. 

He also alerts us to the continuing threat of opportunism and reformism to the 

struggle for socialism, a trend which weakens and corrupts the class struggle, 

working class unity and Marxist-Leninist ideology. 

As internationalists, together with our comrades in the international 

communist and workers’ parties, we proudly celebrate this anniversary, we 

acknowledge and defend the great contribution of Lenin’s ideas and works to 

the international movement and we commit ourselves to the achievement of 

workers’ power and the building of a socialist society. 
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