
 

 

                                                   

 

 

STATEMENT OF THE WORKERS PARTY OF IRELAND ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE FASCIST 

COUP IN CHILE ON 11 SEPTEMBER 1973 

 

Fifty years ago, in September 1970, Salvador Allende won the election which subsequently 

led to his inauguration as President of Chile on 4 November 1970. Henry Kissinger, Nixon’s 

Presidential Assistant for National Security Affairs, in line with his anti-democratic, imperialist 

credentials, declared: “I don’t see why we need to stand by and watch a country go 

communist due to the irresponsibility of its own people”.  

From the outset the U.S. was determined to undermine the election result. The CIA had 

actively interfered in the election but despite its efforts Allende had won. Now the CIA was 

instructed to organise a military coup d’état.    

For most of the 20th century the Chilean economy had been characterised by dependence on 

the U.S. and U.S. multinationals had penetrated and controlled virtually all important sectors 

of the Chilean economy. Copper provided 80 per cent of Chile’s export earnings and the 

largest investors were U.S. copper multinationals. In line with his political programme, 

Allende commenced the process of nationalisation of the banking, communications and 

automobile industries. In July 1971, the President’s Constitutional Amendment authorising 

the nationalisation of the copper industry was passed. The proposal had widespread support. 

The U.S. engaged in a sustained campaign to destabilise the Chilean economy, spending 

millions of dollars to organise disruption, imposing economic pressure by forcing cuts in 

development aid, soliciting the World Bank and other banking institutions to refuse loans and 

credits, withholding tools essential for industrial production and financing anti-Allende 

propaganda on a massive scale. U.S. sponsored rightist militias destroyed infrastructure and 

physically attacked those who supported the administration. The bourgeois class in Chile 

together with the U.S. and the multinationals sought to sabotage and undermine Allende and 

his supporters.  

Despite these difficulties, the Allende administration had nationalised 35 per cent of Chile’s 

industrial production and 40 per cent of its cultivated land. It had introduced progressive 



social reforms and despite U.S efforts, Allende and his Popular Unity Party were victorious in 

the March 1973 elections.   The U.S. destabilisation campaign had failed. 

On 11 September 1973, the Chilean military, under the command of Augusto Pinochet, 

launched a coup d’état. This was the second coup of that year, the first having been defeated 

by the workers.  The Chilean navy mutinied and the air force attacked the Presidential Palace. 

Tanks surrounded La Moneda. Armed troops surrounded the Communist Party Central 

Committee building. Despite a valiant resistance within a short time the military had seized 

control and President Allende and many of his ministers were dead.  

Immediately the military and the secret police began to round up thousands of government 

supporters in the start of a prolonged, vicious campaign of repression. Civilians were 

summarily executed. A curfew was imposed. Torture centres were established, thousands 

were arrested and detained and many disappeared, never to be found.  The democratically 

elected government was replaced by a monstrous fascist junta.  

September 11, signalled the commencement of 17 years of military dictatorship, terror and 

mass human rights violations in Chile.  The intervention of the U.S in support of barbarous 

regimes in Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Paraguay are part of the legacy of 

imperialism in Latin America and the threat of imperialist intervention remains a reality across 

the continent and the world. The constant aggression against Cuba and Venezuela and the 

continual intrigues to effect changes in government, most recently in Belarus, remain an ever-

present strategy in the arsenal of imperialism.  

Today we send our solidarity and fraternal greetings to the Communist Party of Chile as we 

remember the tragedy of Chile’s 9/11. 
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