
 

 

Workers Party submission to the CCEA Consultation on 
Proposed Changes to GCSE and GCE Qualifications for 

Summer 2021 

 

We welcome the opportunity to make a submission to the CCEA 

consultation on proposed changes to GCSE and GE qualifications for 

summer 2021. 

Disruption and distress 
The Workers Party acknowledges the disruption and distress visited 

upon pupils, teachers, parents, and all those involved in the 

administration of the education system by Covid 19. We are also 

cognisant of the knock-on effects which this year will have for pupils and 

teachers in the summer of 2021. 

Listening to teachers 
We believe that it is important to take note of, and learn from, the 

lessons arising from the awarding of qualifications during August. It is 

also extremely important that where problems arose that they are not 

repeated in 2021. 

One of the key factors giving rise to problems around the awarding of 

grades this year was the apparent lack of consultation, or the seeking of 

advice, from the teaching profession. 

That must not be allowed to happen again.  

Consulting by questionnaire 
While it is acknowledged that comprehensive consultation, the seeking 

of opinions and the achievement of consensus is an extremely difficult 

task, it must, nonetheless, be one of the key underpinning principles of 

the  approaches to a robust, fair and equitable system for next year’s 

GCSE and GCE exams. 



The pressures associated with the lead-in time required to effect any 

changes to 2021 exams has arguably already shaped this, brief, 

consultation process.  

While the use of a questionnaire format for the consultation may provide 

administrative advantages, it cannot successfully address concerns and 

opinions which lie outside of its pre-determined parameters. Were the 

target audience of this consultation only loosely informed, or ignorant, of 

the core issues involved, then the rigidity of a questionnaire format may 

have been more appropriate.  

However, that is not the case in this instance. Consequently, the 

considerable experience of teachers, support staff and their unions runs 

the risk of being ignored by default. 

Considerable weight must be given in this consultation to the views of 

teachers, support staff their unions and their collective professional 

judgement. 

Underpinning principles 
The Workers Party acknowledges the difficulties of planning for a future 

scenario which may be significantly different to current conditions. In 

particular we acknowledge that field trips, group work and visits to 

curriculum related venues will not be possible for the foreseeable future. 

It is vital to highlight the disadvantage confronting many children from 
working class households. Many homes lack any internet connectivity, 
others lack IT equipment, or an available device may be shared among 
several children. 
 
However, there are several principles which should underpin any 

proposed changes. 

• all pupils should have the opportunity to perform to their optimum 

  

• the equality impact on pupils from areas of high social deprivation 

and /or low-income families must be factored in and addressed 

 

• practical support in the form of broadband access and laptop / 

tablets must be available equally to all pupils engaged in on-line 

learning 

 



• acknowledgement of the extent of lost teaching time to date and 

the unfair burden that may place on pupils 

 

• that all changes are clear, equitable and effectively communicated 

 

Reductions 
We support the proposals to reduce the number of units and 

assessments but believe that this should be done across the entire 

curriculum. All language subjects should therefore be subject to 

reductions in the amount of material being taught and in the number of 

exams set. 
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