
 

                                                             

 

THE 200th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF FRIEDRICH ENGELS 

 

“The few years that I can still count on, and all the strength that I still have, I shall 

dedicate wholly as before to the great cause that I have been serving for nearly 50 

years, the cause of the international proletariat.” Friedrich Engels   

 

Today, 28th November 2020, the Workers Party celebrates the 200th anniversary of 

the birth of Friedrich Engels, great thinker, dedicated revolutionary, the life-long friend, 

comrade and co-author of a number of pivotal works with Karl Marx. They worked 

together as activists and organisers in the Communist League and the First 

International and, after Marx’s death, Engels edited volumes 2 and 3 of Capital.  

During his childhood, Europe experienced a series of revolutionary events including, 

the 1830 July Revolution in France, the uprisings of weavers in Lyons in 1831 and 

1834 and the development of Chartism in Britain. The young Engels, in the first articles 

he wrote for the press, “Letters from Wuppertal”, exposed the terrible suffering of 

workers in the region. His later studies of the socio-economic system in Britain and the 

condition of the working class inspired him to write articles for the Rheinische Zeitung 

(of which Marx was Editor-in-Chief) and the Chartist newspaper The Northern Star.  

Engels was, of course, an important author in this own right, including, The Condition 

of the Working Class in England (1845), The Principles of Communism (1847),  Anti-

Dühring (1878), The Peasant War in Germany (1850), The Dialectics of Nature (1878-

1882), The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State (1884) and Ludwig 

Feuerbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy (1886). A man of wide-

ranging interests, Engels made vital contributions, particularly in the areas of 

materialism, the materialist conception of history and dialectics.  

Analysing the laws of material production and the dialectic of the productive forces 

and the relations of production, Engels, together with Marx, demonstrated that the 

source of development, the motive force of all societies, is the class struggle. They 

developed their ideas on class struggle and revolution in their great and transformative 

publication The Communist Manifesto which explained the world-wide historic mission 

of the working class. Together, they laid the theoretical foundations for the creation of 

a revolutionary party as the class conscious vanguard of the working class.  



Engels, like Marx, was acutely aware of the international character of the workers’ 

movement and in establishing the International Working Men’s Association they 

envisioned “combining and generalising the till now disconnected efforts for 

emancipation by the working classes in different countries” in working consistently to 

put the principles of proletarian internationalism into action.   

They exposed the reformist ideas on class collaboration, perceiving them correctly as 

a distortion by opportunists of the revolutionary theory of class struggle. In the last few 

years of his life Engels continued to work and produced a number of important 

publications including The Peasant Question in France and Germany (1894) and the 

Introduction to Marx’s Class Struggles in France. (1895) As Lenin stated in an article 

in 1914: “It is impossible to understand Marxism and to propound it fully without taking 

into account all the works of Engels”.  

At his funeral Wilhelm Liebknecht declared: “Engels always showed us the way … He 

was leader and fighter … with him theory and practice have blended into one”.  

Today, the Workers Party celebrates the revolutionary life and rich theoretical legacy 

of Friedrich Engels from which we continue to learn and develop our struggle.   

 


