
 

 

JOINT TRIBUTE 
BY THE CORK REGION AND THE NORTHERN IRELAND REGION OF THE 

WORKERS PARTY ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF COMRADE 
JOHN JEFFERIES 

 

 

A year has passed since the death of our esteemed comrade and friend, John 

Jefferies. His words of advice, his analysis of political events, his unstinting work on 

behalf of the working class and his steadfast dedication to the class politics and 

ideology of the Workers Party are sorely missed. 

At the time of John’s sudden and untimely death we declared that his passing would 

be a serious loss to our Party at every level, and so it remains. 

The centrality of class 

John was a good comrade, a committed Party member, unwavering in his support for 

its ideals and his loyalty to his comrades. Unfazed by the latest infantile trend or fad 

Cde John Jefferies understood the fundamental importance of political ideas, of the 

centrality of class politics and the necessity for a radical transformation of the political, 

social and economic system in which we live.  

He understood well the nature of class and the class system and that capital confers 

political power which its ruling class uses to legitimise and protect its interests at the 

expense of the working class. John’s politics were grounded in a philosophy best 

exemplified by the words of Karl Marx: “There must be something rotten in the very 

core of a social system which increases its wealth without diminishing its misery.” 

An active trade unionist 

When John first joined the Workers Party in the 1980s, he was already an active trade 

unionist. He was also active in working with homeless people, both as a volunteer and 

employee of the Simon Community.  

When he joined the Party, he used his many talents to assist in and develop party 

work in the Cork area, supporting Party councillors on Cork City Council, and 

becoming the media and communications representative for the Party, a skill which he 

used to great effect, first, locally and later nationally, both as an assistant to Tomás 

Mac Giolla TD in Dáil Éireann and as National Press Officer for the Party.  

 



Level headed and unruffled  

John held a number of important full-time positions with the Party Head Office which 

he performed with his usual hard work, quiet dedication and competence. 

In later years, John continued to perform the role of National Press Officer on a 

voluntary basis. His media output remained prodigious.  

As a member of the Ard Comhairle / Central Executive Committee of the Workers’ 

Party for more than two decades, Cde John played an active role in the analysis, 

deliberations and the detailed documents produced by the CEC.  

His grounded, level-headed approach combined with his unruffled presentation of 

complex matters meant that he was highly regarded and his views much valued by his 

fellow members of the CEC.  

A committed internationalist 

A committed internationalist for whom the global struggle for socialism was 

fundamental, John was a long-serving and tireless member of the Party’s 

International Section and he travelled frequently and widely to meet with his 

international comrades in the Communist and Workers’ parties and to attend events 

promoting workers’ solidarity, world peace and disarmament.  

A member of CND in his youth, John joined the Peace and Neutrality Alliance 

(PANA) of which he remained an active member, participating in protests at 

Shannon airport and elsewhere. He was involved in many protests against warships 

entering Cobh while the political establishment welcomed these vessels of 

destruction and war. John was very involved in the campaign against the NATO war 

in Yugoslavia.  

A strong opponent of imperialist attempts to break up Yugoslavia and a firm 

supporter of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia, John travelled to 

Belgrade as part of an international delegation. He was a supporter of the Belgrade 

Forum for a World of Equals.  

John took part in the 2008 Congress of the World Peace Council which was held in 

Caracas, Venezuela, which was attended by activists from 75 other countries, 

representing more than 120 separate organisations dedicated to peace, anti-

imperialism and the defeat of capitalism, a system which represents an existential 

threat to the peace, security and prosperity of the peoples of the world.  

John was present when President Hugo Chavez visited the Congress and he took 

part in a series of activities in Caracas marking the 6th anniversary of the defeat of 

the US inspired coup against the Bolivarian Revolution.  

John was a life-long supporter of the Cuban Revolution. As a German speaker he 

travelled frequently to Germany and Austria and attended the Congress of the DKP, 

the German Communist Party. John was well known to fraternal parties throughout 

the world and the Workers Party received many messages of condolences from 

across the world after his death demonstrating the measure of respect in which he 

was held.    



John also took a keen interest in environmental issues and took exception when 

large, powerful interests threatened the rights of ordinary men and women. He was 

actively involved in the local campaign group which campaigned for the restoration of 

public access to the Old Head of Kinsale, a scenic landmark in West Cork. At the 

time of his death, he was engaged in repeated public protests, with other local 

activists, to prevent the Port authorities blocking access to the quay. 

Writer and author 

John Jefferies was engaged in all level of the people’s struggles, local, regional, 

national and international. His calm, soft-spoken demeanour could never disguise his 

courage, the fact that underneath he had the heart of a lion.   

 

John’s talents as a writer were not confined to press releases and party documents. 

He wrote a fascinating history recounting the story of the 1924 Cobh Pier Head 

shooting which injured 18 soldiers and killed another, Private Herbert Aspinall, as they 

disembarked at the pier, and the search for the mysterious bright yellow Rolls Royce 

known as the Moon Car which followed. 

 

An example of assiduous research and a fantastic read this book demonstrated John’s 

skills as an author. His next project was already underway at the time of his 

unexpected death.  

 

John had an abiding interest in history and politics. He was widely read. He was a 

founding member of the Cork Mother Jones Committee which organised the annual 

Spirit of Mother Jones Festival. 

 

Presentation 

Cde John Jefferies was a dedicated political activist. He was a stalwart of the Party in 

the Cork Region, and beyond, a committed Marxist-Leninist, a life-long fighter for the 

working class. 

In acknowledgment of his long service to the Workers Party, the Party in Northern 

Ireland, where he was held in the highest regard, made a presentation to John in 2018 

to mark his unstinting and loyal service the Party.  

He spent his life deeply committed to the principles of Marxism-Leninism and 

proletarian internationalism which he firmly believed laid the basis for the political, 

social and economic liberation of humankind.  

He believed that workers unity was fundamental to building a socialist society. 

Whereas socialism emphasises the conflict between social classes which crosses 

national boundaries, John recognised that nationalism, in contrast, envisages a 

national community which it regards as more important than class and which serves 

the interests of the bourgeoisie, by dividing workers and sabotaging class struggle.   



Comrade John Jefferies will always be remembered by his comrades and friends in 

the Workers Party. On this, the first anniversary of his death, we pay tribute to his 

memory. We send our best wishes to his family and his many friends for whom he 

remains a tragic loss.  

 

 

Sean McCarthy    Gerry Grainger 
Chair       Chair 
Cork Region     Northern Ireland Region 


