
                                                                  

 

Workers Party welcomes ICC war crimes decision 

The Workers Party of Ireland welcomes the decision of the International Criminal Court 

which removes the last obstacles to an international investigation into war crimes 

committed in Occupied Palestine. The Court has ruled that its jurisdiction extends to 

the territories occupied by Israel since 1967, namely Gaza and the West Bank, 

including East Jerusalem.  

The Israeli state has, as might be expected, criticised the decision in an ongoing 

attempt to prevent an investigation into the massive violation of Palestinian rights and 

its long history of war crimes against the Palestinian people. The Israeli rights group 

B’Tselem welcomed the decision. 

The widespread allegations of Israeli war crimes and crimes against humanity led to a 

preliminary probe in 2015 after the brutal Israeli war on Gaza in 2014, which left 2,251 dead 

on the Palestinian side, the vast majority of whom were civilians. 

The United Nations has repeatedly documented violations of human rights in the 

Occupied territories. The Occupied Territories remain under effective siege in violation 

of international and humanitarian law. Palestinian civilians, including children, are 

deliberately targeted for attack. Currently, although the ultimate responsibility for 

ensuring Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza can access coronavirus vaccines 

remains with Israel as an occupying power and although Israel is vaccinating its 

population, including those residing in illegal settlements in the West Bank, almost five 

million Palestinians living under Israel’s 53-year military occupation in the West Bank 

and Gaza have been excluded. 

However, despite repeated human rights violations against Palestinians, the Israeli 

state has gone unpunished. Israel, assisted by the US and its allies, including the 

European Union, has repeatedly rejected all constructive efforts to secure a lasting 

settlement based on the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, blocking any move 

towards the creation of an independent Palestinian state and devising a series of 

bogus schemes to deny Palestinians and their representatives a voice in their future.  

On 18 May 2018, the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva voted to establish an 

independent international Commission of Inquiry to investigate violations of 



international humanitarian and international human rights law in the occupied 

Palestinian territory, with a focus on events in Gaza. 

The response of imperialism has always been to finance and arm Israel and rather 

than criticising its crimes, human rights violations and murderous actions and it has 

praised Israel for its so-called “restraint”. It must not be permitted to derail this 

investigation into Israeli war crimes nor must it be permitted to demonise the victims.  

The United Nations and its member states must now insist on the implementation of 

UN General Assembly Resolutions on Palestine and take resolute action against Israel 

to end Israeli oppression and terror and to protect Palestinian lives and property.  

 

The Workers Party of Ireland stands in solidarity with the Palestinian people in their 

struggle for their legitimate rights, including the right of Palestinian refugees to return 

to their homeland, the right to self-determination and the establishment of a free, 

independent and sovereign state of Palestine. 
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