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The economic structure of society is central to an understanding of the oppression of 

women and the struggle for women’s emancipation.  

The enduring exploitation and oppression of women continue to flow from a system of 

property relations based on the private accumulation of wealth and the appropriation 

of labour. Women are more vulnerable in the conditions caused by the pandemic 

because of existing inequalities. 

Take advantage 
Workers are facing an unprecedented crisis as a result of the global pandemic and the 

response of capital. It is inevitable that workers will face massive job losses and that 

employers will take advantage of the situation to increase precarious employment.  

Frontline workers involved in everyday provision of necessities across the board 

including retail workers who are predominantly female, are increasingly exposed to 

dangerous working conditions threatening their employment and their lives and those 

of their families. Many are not unionised and are afraid to complain. 

Domestic Violence 
There has been an increase in the levels of domestic violence against women. Women 

in the absence of child care facilities, still carry the burden of caring responsibilities 

within families.  

Women have had to carry the increased burden of home schooling and childcare while 

trying to keep their jobs. The lack of adequate publicly funded child care facilities and 

the exorbitant cost of private child-care arrangements already impose impossible 

limitations on the ability of many working-class women to participate in paid work. 

Poverty is rampant with more and more workers and poor and vulnerable people 

dependent on food banks to survive. Women are disproportionately affected by 

poverty, precarious employment and low paid work. Covid has exacerbated long-

existing and devastating inequalities.   

Employment rights 
There is a genuine concern among the trade unions that long-established labour and 

employment rights will be diminished and disregarded which will seriously impact on 

women. 



Women have already been disproportionately affected by austerity measures created 

by the crisis in capitalism.    

Capitalism has never been known to waste a crisis and the pandemic has afforded it 

endless opportunities to maximise profits from the human misery.  

Workers’ Struggle 
International Women’s Day was born out of workers’ struggle. On International 

Women's Day it is important to point out that working class women around the world 

will have little to celebrate. Monday 8th March should be used to highlight the 

continuing exploitation and oppression of women. 

It is not biology but private property and the social institutions and social constructs of 

capitalist society which has led to the domination and oppression of women. Women 

do not stand apart from the class struggle.  

The elimination of class exploitation is an indispensable prerequisite for the liberation 

of women.  

Class struggle 
Women are and must be active participants in the class struggle, organised on every 

front, demanding a social revolution with a fundamental change in economic and social 

relations, recognising that it is only through the abolition of that system which creates 

and perpetuates their oppression and the construction of a socialist society where the 

working class is in power, that true equality and the full liberation of women as equal 

citizens will be attained.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


