
 

                                                                       

 

                                         MAY DAY STATEMENT  

 

May Day is an international celebration of workers’ solidarity and class struggle. At a time 

when the dominant narrative in the capitalist press attempts to dismiss the social reality of 

class and, by extension, the relevance of class politics, suggesting that such concepts are out-

dated, the continuing power of capital and the ongoing exploitation of labour expose the 

ideological nature of that myth.  It is a time to reject those who seek to divide workers 

whether on the basis of religion, race or toxic bourgeois nationalism. The path to progress is 

through a united working class.  

Poverty and inequality are inherent in the structures of capitalist society. Housing, health and 

education are under attack from a ruling class committed to the privatisation of public 

services in a ceaseless drive for profit.  Work is low paid, precarious and casualised. The gains 

and achievements fought for and attained by workers over generations are being undermined 

and reversed. Many workers, although in employment, cannot earn enough on which to live 

forcing them to top up their earnings with state benefits or survive on food banks provided 

by charities while big corporations pay little or no tax. 

The growing poverty and inequality in our society is not an accident. It is not a natural 

phenomenon. It arises from the structures of society itself. The wealth of society is distributed 

unequally and the ownership of capital confers immense power. There is an ever-increasing 

push to expand the private sector in direct competition with and to the detriment of the 

public sector. The failure to properly resource public housing, health and education as 

fundamental social needs is a conscious social policy.  

The new problems created by the Covid-19 pandemic must be considered in context of the 

underfunding of public health infrastructure and the commercialisation and privatisation of 

health and social care in the pursuit of profit which fulfils the privatisation agenda of the 

European Union.  The depth of the crisis revealed the deep structural problems of the 

capitalist economy.   

Locally and globally, capitalism is already preparing the ground for the world after Covid-19. 

Rather than improving pay and conditions for those workers who have stood in the frontline, 



the capitalist class is moving to further privatise and profit from public and personal health; 

to cut back on public housing and education funding; to undermine social security; to place 

even greater restrictions on trade unions; to renew the attack on wages; to limit the minimum 

wage, extend precarious employment and to attack and further dilute workers’ rights. 

During the pandemic we have witnessed the enrichment of pharmaceutical companies in 

their pursuit of profit with the rich nations of the northern hemisphere, while the poorest 

regions are left to the ravages of the pandemic. While the working class and poor have been 

further impoverished the rich have become richer with a massive increase in the number of 

billionaires. We were never “all in this together”. 

The pandemic has not prevented increasing militarisation by the US, the EU and their allies, 

it has not ended imperialist aggression against independent states and these actions render 

the threat of conventional and nuclear conflict an ever-increasing reality. The rising tide of 

nationalism and fascism in Europe, and beyond, is of deep concern.  

It is the task of the workers’ movement to strengthen the struggle of the working class, to 

ensure that the working class does not pay for the crisis, to demand the improvement of the 

public health and social care system; the protection of all workers and the introduction of all 

necessary safety measures; full compensation for workers affected by the pandemic, 

including continuing pay; the rejection of mass layoffs and redundancies; resistance to all 

efforts to further diminish workers’ rights together with additional protections and supports 

for workers, the vulnerable, poor and homeless. We must condemn and resist the physical 

attacks and repressive measures against workers and their organisations.  

The pandemic has further revealed the contradictions and failings of capitalism which have 

exacerbated the effects of this crisis and which demonstrably cannot meet the needs of the 

people. This system has failed and must be abolished. There is, however, an alternative. 

A better future can be built Only workers’ solidarity and collective action to secure social 

ownership and central planning can guarantee a sustainable future through workers’ power 

and the construction of a socialist society. It is only in such a society that the social and 

economic needs of workers and their families can be met. 

 

We salute the heroic and continuing struggle of the Debenhams workers who, when their 

employer refused to pay a fair redundancy package, as negotiated by their trade union, took 

to the streets in protest at the employer’s actions and the government’s failure to act. 

Their fight continues. Their determination to fight remains strong despite the government’s 

attempts to use Covid legislation and increased repressive police powers to harass them in a 

vain attempt to break their resistance.  

 



We salute the many workers in this country and across the globe who struggle for their rights. 

On International Workers’ Day we applaud the continuing struggle of the workers of the world  

to build and consolidate the class oriented trade union movement, to raise working class 

consciousness, to develop unity of the workers on class grounds, to resist attempts to divide 

workers on the basis of religious sectarianism, nationality or race, to prepare the ideological, 

political and organisational basis for class struggle and to confront all efforts to submit the 

interests of the working class to the interests of capital.   

May Day is our day! It is an important occasion to celebrate our historic victories and to 

demonstrate our solidarity with workers’ struggles across the world. On 1st May 2021 the 

Workers Party extends its best wishes to workers and their families and our continuing 

fraternal relations with our comrades in the communist and workers’ parties throughout the 

world. 

Workers of All Countries Unite! 

1st May 2021 

  


