
Workers Party of Ireland statement on the passing away of Mikis Theodorakis

The Workers Party of Ireland has learned with great sadness of the death of Mikis

Theodorakis. At a meeting of the Central Executive Committee on Saturday, 4th September

2021, the leadership of the Party noted with great sorrow the passing of the renowned

revolutionary composer and progressive.

Mikis Theodorakis was a talented and prolific composer who used his talents in the service of

the working class. He wrote folk songs, symphonies, operas, ballets, film scores, music for the

stage and music of protest and resistance. His music was of and for the people. It

transcended national borders and was known across the world for its vitality and spirit, it

was music for  the working peoples of the world.

At the age of 17, he joined the National Liberation Front (EAM) and shortly afterwards the

Communist Party of Greece (KKE) participating in the resistance to the fascist occupation of

Greece. He took part in the Battle of Athens and after the defeat of the Democratic Army of

Greece, the arrest of tens of thousands of communists and liberation fighters led Mikis

Theodorakis and his comrades to face severe persecution by the bourgeois state. He was

exiled to Ikaria and Makronisos, a notorious prison camp, where he was brutally tortured and

subjected to mock executions by being buried alive.

In the years that followed, he continued the struggle for progress and after the military coup

and during the brutal repression which followed, he was arrested, imprisoned and exiled and

his music was banned. He continued his resistance against the dictatorship until it was

overthrown. In 1978 he was the KKE candidate for mayor in Athens, while in 1981 and 1985

he was elected MP of the Party. He met many international figures, including President Fidel

Castro and he was awarded the Lenin Prize for Peace.

Mikis Theodorakis was a towering figure in the musical and cultural world and he retained

his commitment to the workers and the oppressed. His music is known throughout the

world and in Ireland he is also associated with poems by the famous Irish writer, Brendan

Behan, which were translated to Greek in 1966 and recorded on the album "Ένας όμηρος"

("The hostage") by Mikis Theodorakis.

In the course of his life Mikis Theodorakis has made an immense contribution to culture and



the arts, to the cause of international peace, to political struggle and social progress. We are

inspired at his commitment expressed in his proclamation that “I see that my most critical,

strong and mature years were spent under the banner of the KKE. That is why I want to leave

this world as a communist."

The Workers Party of Ireland extends its sincere condolences to his family, friends and

comrades in the Communist Party of Greece and salutes the lasting contribution of an

inspirational figure.
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