
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMUNIST INITIATIVE 

"The communists at the forefront of the workers’–people’s struggle against the 

"green" and "digital" capitalist barbarity for the contemporary popular needs, 

for the real way out, socialism" 

 

Contribution of the Workers Party of Ireland  

The appalling deaths of twenty-seven people a few days ago near Calais while trying 

to cross to Britain through a busy shipping lane in a fragile boat, the thousands of 

refugees and migrants in terrible conditions at the Belarus borders with EU countries 

(Poland, Lithuania, Latvia), the 1,000 migrants who have died attempting to cross the 

Mediterranean already this year, are a direct consequence of capitalist exploitation, 

imperialist intervention and war.  

The repeated reinforcement of the EU’s “fortress Europe”, the militarisation of its 

borders, the expansion of “border zones”, policing in which people who “look 

different” are regarded with suspicion and harassed and cruel and unacceptable 

deportations, all serve to subject poor and vulnerable people who are engaged in a 

desperate struggle for survival to inhumane and brutal treatment and conditions and 

deny refugees the right to seek sanctuary. The WPI rejects the reactionary bourgeois 

position which considers immigration purely as a problem of “legality” and “public 

order” that can be solved by stricter police and military control.  

The displacement of huge masses of dispossessed people is not a natural 

phenomenon. People who are desperately attempting to enter Europe are fleeing 

misery, poverty, hunger, insecurity, persecution, violence and war. These conditions 

are not accidental – they are a result of systemic capitalist exploitation of people and 

their resources and the continuing legacy of an aggressive imperialism which, 

through threats, intervention and war, subjugates and abuses people and countries 

to ensure the manipulation of their resources in the interests of the monopolies.  

Currently, the unavailability of fertilisers is driving up food prices and leaving already 

impoverished farmers in poor regions of the world facing catastrophe. The current 

energy crisis is another symptom of the crisis underlying global capitalism. The 

outworking of that crisis impacts disproportionately on the working class, the 

unemployed, the poor, those unable to work due to illness or disability and the 

elderly and retired.  

The sustained attempts by the capitalist governments and media to blame the 

victims or to suggest that climate change is responsible for these mass movements 



of people, ignores the reality that the desperate conditions experienced by people in 

their own countries and climate change are the products of capitalism and its crises. 

It is vital for communists to expose this hypocrisy and opportunistic deceit which 

attempts to avoid revealing the real causes and responsibilities for this mass exodus.  

It is also essential to demonstrate that the solutions do not lie in reinforced borders 

or further repression but rather in the protection of the rights of refugees and 

migrants and the continuing fight against capitalist exploitation and imperialist 

intervention and war. Communists demand immediate comprehensive humanitarian 

assistance for migrants and refugees in the true spirit of solidarity and socialist 

internationalism while highlighting the role and responsibility of imperialism and the 

negative interventions of the US, the EU and NATO.  

Capitalism, by its inherently predatory, exploitative and wasteful character, pollutes, 

poisons and lays waste the natural resources of the planet. Our planet is suffering 

the consequences of subjecting nature to the predatory designs of capitalist forces, 

which subordinate both workers and the natural environment in the relentless pursuit 

of profit.  

Capitalism, as a mode of production, has raised the degradation of nature to 

historically unprecedented heights. Without radical and systemic changes, the planet 

faces irreversible and catastrophic consequences. And yet despite 

intergovernmental “talking-shops”, there is a clear absence of real solutions being 

proposed. Instead, the bourgeois governments posit hopelessly inadequate 

“answers” such as individual responsibility, taxing “bad” individual behaviour, 

incentivising better individual consumption habits, and providing tax incentives for 

green, private, for-profit industries. 

Capitalism has always sought to make workers pay for the consequences of its 

actions and distract from its culpability. In the face of global environmental crisis, 

working people are told they must reduce their own carbon footprint to save the 

planet while capitalism continues to plunder the world’s assets, its forests and its 

natural resources in the pursuit of profit.  

The so-called “green growth” is designed to restructure production in a supposedly 

“eco-friendly” fashion, while the objective remains the same – the exploitation of 

labour and the integration of new technologies into production based on the criterion 

of profit. The intervention of bourgeois governments forms a key aspect of the new 

so-called “green system”; however, all “green capitalism” is doing is to reshape 

environmental crisis to its own ends. 

As in the case of “green” capitalism, “digital” capitalism, has an effect, not only 

through the commodities the monopolies produce but also by creating new 

mechanisms of accumulation and social control. The monopolies utilise digital 

platforms as mechanisms of capitalist development with a capacity to generate 

massive profits. Simultaneously, the digital monopolies are inserting themselves into 

the provision of public utilities and services with an ever increasing and dangerous 

capacity to intervene in, and influence, social life.  



The capitalist market cannot provide a solution. A position that is truly sustainable, 

meets the contemporary needs of the people and minimises damage to the 

environment is only realisable under a planned economy in a socialist system.  

Neither “green” capitalism, “digital” capitalism nor any form of capitalist production 

can provide solutions to the problems confronting humanity. It is only through a 

rupture with and liberation from capitalism that opportunities can be provided to 

harness technological advances for the benefit of all, the protection of the planet and 

a secure future.  

The problems of climate change, increasing species extinction, the destruction of 

forests and the pollution of the oceans cannot be solved within capitalism. The 

fundamental contradiction of capitalism remains that between capital and labour. It is 

only through the victory of the working-class and the establishment of workers’ 

power in a socialist society that the solutions to our problems can be found.  
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