
 
 

New Year Message from Cllr. Ted Tynan, 
President of the Workers Party  

 
 
Dear comrades and friends, 
 
On behalf of the Central Executive Committee of the Workers Party of Ireland, I send New 
Year Greetings to our members and supporters at home and abroad and to our comrades in 
the international workers’ movement. 
  

We live in difficult times. The continuing effects of Covid-19, heightened by decades of 
austerity and during which millions of workers have been exposed to risk in the pursuit of profit; 
extreme weather events causing droughts, floods, wildfires and storms which 
disproportionately impact the poor and marginalised; domestic and global poverty; attacks on 
the social and economic conditions of workers and their families; high-rents, homelessness 
and hunger are constant reminders of the problems which continue to confront the working 
class and the peoples of the world. These are deeply rooted in the continuing encroachment 
of monopoly capital into all sectors of the economy and social life.  
  

Hundreds of thousands of people in Ireland live in poverty and many of those are the so-called 
“working poor” unable to live and feed their families although in employment. Women, in 
particular, often have to work in low-paid precarious jobs. Single parents, predominantly 
women, face some of the highest childcare costs in Europe. Yet the Republic of Ireland, 
makes the second-highest per capita payments to the EU budget. Our society is characterised 
by massive and pervasive social and economic inequality, exploitation and oppression, with 
massive inequality in wealth between the working class and those who own and control 
society’s economic resources. 
  

The decline in wages and the worsening of terms and conditions of employment is a systemic 
issue stemming from the nature of our social system and the relentless drive for profit. There 
has been a significant decline in living standards, a situation set to deteriorate, as the cost of 
living continues to increase and as wages continue to decline and social benefits are under 
attack. 
  

The capitalist class continues to pursue its relentless agenda of privatisation. Increasingly, 
important sectors of the economy: education, healthcare, energy, transport, communications 
and state infrastructure are targeted for transfer from state ownership to private control. The 
vitally important health and social care sectors are under-funded and under persistent attack.  
  

In Northern Ireland the demand for a dedicated Bill of Rights, despite decades of political work, 
has yet to be conceded. Sectarianism runs deep though public and private life in Northern 
Ireland. It is institutionalised in the apparatus of government. It can only be tackled by a 
comprehensive campaign against sectarianism on all fronts. The various nationalist forces, 
orange and green, are determined to press forward with their divisive agendas and are 
prepared to sacrifice the principle of workers’ unity and class struggle to serve their communal 
ends.  

https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/ireland-must-finally-address-the-real-causes-of-poverty-1.3547082
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/70cad-annual-report-on-irelands-transactions-with-the-eu-in-2018/


The expansion of NATO; the growing militarisation of the European Union; increasing rivalries 
between imperialist centres; the increasing readiness to use military force, sanctions, threats 
and intervention represent a serious threat to peace. 
  

The disgraceful approach adopted by the capitalist countries to global vaccine rollout ignores 
the suffering of those in countries without proper access to a vaccine and exacerbates the 
conditions for further transmission of the disease. 
  

The urgent demands for change, including climate change, can only be delivered through a 
change in the system. Our Party, which emerged as a result of years of struggle to build a 
party of the working class for the working class, inherits the heroic legacy of class struggle in 
Ireland. 
  

The Workers Party of Ireland expresses its internationalist, socialist solidarity with the 
Communist Party of Cuba and the Cuban people in the face of increasing provocation and 
imperialist aggression; with the Palestinian people in their just demands, including an end to 
the cruel siege and blockade of Gaza, the immediate withdrawal of the Israeli occupation army 
and settlers from Palestinian territory, the right of all Palestinian refugees to return to  their 
homes, the release of Palestinian political prisoners and the recognition of a Palestinian state 
on the 1967 borders with (East Jerusalem) as its capital.  We support the just struggles of our 
fellow workers across the world against exploitation and oppression.  
  

Our Party also stands in firm opposition to those forces, including the European Union, which 
seek to undermine or diminish the many achievements and gains of workers under socialism 
and which seek to deny the revolutionary force of scientific socialism and class struggle. 
  

We enter 2022, not just with hope, but with renewed vigour and determination. We recognise 
the continuing importance of the class struggle and a united working class in the fight for 
fundamental change and socialist transformation which remains an urgent necessity, for a 
break with the present political, economic and social capitalist order and the construction of a 
socialist world where the working class controls its own future. 
  

The Workers Party, guided by its revolutionary ideology and principles, remains committed to 
that task.  
 

Cllr. Ted Tynan 

 

31 December 2021 


